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Joel II. 12, 13. 
Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lord, turn ye even unto Me, 


with all your Heart, and with Faſting, and with 
Weeping, and with Mourning. _ F 

Rent your Hearts, and not hour Garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God; for He is gracious and 

merciful, ſlow to Anger, and of great Kindneſs, and 
repenteth him of the Evil. 


3 HEN the Prophet before us delivered theſe Words, 
- the Kingdom of Fudab was under the Apprehenſion 

of a twofold Calamity, each very grievous in its 

; Kind, the Incurſion of a Foreign Enemy, and a Fa- 
mine even at their very Doors. Be ye aſhamed, ſays he, O ye 
FTusbanamen, Chap. i. and Verſe 11, for the Wheat and for the 
Barley, becauſe the Harveſt of the Field is periſhed: And again, 
Verſe 18, How do the Beaſts groan? The Herds of Cartel are 
perplexed, becauſe they have no Paſture ; yea, the Flocks are made 
deſolate. Beſides this great Scarcity of Proviſion, both for Man 
and Beaſt ; the Prophet tells them there was nigh at hand, Chap. ii. 
Verſe 2, a great People and a ſtrong, ſuch as there never had been 
the like before amongſt them, neither ſhould be any more for many 
Generations. In this Situation of Affairs, I apprehend, this Pro- 
phet was ſent by a ſpecial Commiſſion from God to 'tell the 
| A 2 People, 
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People, that both Famine and the Sword were coming upon them, 
by God's ſpecial Direction, as a Puniſhment for their Sins; and 
Teſt the People ſhoi 2 ſink under the Terror of this bad News, 
with the DeiseN t, he hath Orders from God to let them 
know that God if gracious and merciful, flow to Anger, and ſoon 
repenteth himfelf of the Zvil. Therefore a National Faſt muſt be 
appointed, when King, Prieſt, and People muſt ſend up publick 
Prayers and Supplications to the Divine Majeſty ; all asking Par- 
don for their ſeveral Sins, expreſſing to God their Concern for 
them, with the outward Tokens of Repentance, ſuch as Weep- 
ing, Faſting, and Mourning, and with theſe the inward ones of 
turning to the Lord with all their Hearts, and vowing ſolemnly 
before Him, that they were all reſolved henceforth to be a more 
penitent, holy, and obedicnt People. And thus we read, Chap. i. 
Verſe 14, Santtifie a Faſt, call a ſolemn Aſſembly : Gather the El- 
ders, and all the Inhabitants of the Land of Judah, into the Houſe 
of the Lord their God; and cry unto the Lord, Alas! for the Day, 
for the Day of the Lord is at hand, and as a Deſtruction from the 
Almighty fhall it come. And again, Chap. ii. Verſe 16, much the 
ſame Words. To which the Prophet adds, beſides the Words of 
the Text, Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep between 
the Porch and the Altar; and let them jay, Spare thy People, 0 
| Lord, and give not thine Heritage to Reproach, that the Heathen 
ſhould rule over them. , a | 
When theſe Prayers, Vows, and Interceſſions ſhould be made 
to God; and when their Hearts, along with the Words of their 
Lips, ſhould be turned to the Lord their God; then would, God 
be jealous for his People, and ſpare the Land; then would God 
fend them Corn, and Wine, and Oil enough; then ſh:wuld Peace re- 
turn with Plenty ; for with his own Righ.-Hand would He drive 
away from the Land the great Northern Army coming upon them, 
Fe would drive them into a Land barren and deſolate, with his 
Face towards the Eaſt Sea, and his hinder Parts towards the ut- 
moſt Sea; and ſuch Numbers of their Enemies ſhould die before 
heir Face, that the ceny Stink of their dead Bodies ſhould cover 
the Land: Fear not therefore, O Land, ſays the Prophet, on the 
bad News I have told you; but rather be glad, and rejoice, for you 
Eno co now from me how to recover the Favour of God to you ;. who, 
re Return to Him, ci afſurealy do great I hing, for you, 
cric 21. 


There 


OF) 

There can be no Caſe in the Old Teſtament more like our own | 
in all its Circumſtances: And therefore what have we of this 
Land to do more, or leſs, than that which is of fo much Impor- - 
tance to us all; namely, to take to ourſelves the Prophet's Dire- 
ctions to the Land of Fudah: Becauſe Famine and a Foreign 
Sword, whenever they are coming upon a People, are as much 
the Viſitations of God under the Ne, as the O/d Zeftament ; and 
though (blefled be God) our Searcity is not yet a Famine, nor 
are our Liberties as yet deſtroycd by a Foreign Force, but if God 
in his Mercy ſend us not more kind Scaſons than we have had 
for ſome Time paſt, and go not forth himſelf with our Armies 
and our Flects, both one and the other will be ſpeedily amongſt 
1 a 

This being our preſent Situation, from the Authority of God 
in a like Caſe, and the Authority of Church and State under him, 
every Perſon in this Kingdom is deſired to take Notice of the Diſ- 
pleaſure of a God, which ſeems to threaten us with his National 
Judgments; and therefore it is every one's Duty to inquire what 
is amiſs in himſelf, and what that accurſed Thing may bo too in 
a National Way amongſt us, which hath ſeemingly provoked a 
God to take a Rod into his own Hand for our Correction : Under 
this Apprehenſion of Things, every individual Perſon ſhould imme- 
diately begin to ſearch his own Ways to the Bottom, and inquire 
truly of his Conſcience how far he may have contributed by his 
Sins to bring on a Judgment upon this Nation; and if every one 
for himſelf would reſolve to repent and reform, every one by ſo 
doing would be an Inſtrument in ſaving his Country from impen- 
ding Ruin. 

Now in ordcr to proceed rightly with 'ourſelves in a National 
Repentance, we of this Land cannot do better than take the Me— 
thod which the Prophets of old always adviſcd the Pcople under 
the Apprehenſion of a National Judgment, which was to make the 
written Laws of God amongſt them the Rule of their Inquiry ;. as 
whether there was any general Apoſtaſy from the Worſhip of the 
true God, or any general Corruption of Manners; and in what 
Way the Corruption was it could ſoon be known, by comparing 
their own Lives with the written Laws of God; tor they always 
found it true in the Event as they were told, That God ncver 
brought a National Judgment upon them but for ſome National 
Sins: A Revolt always it was in Numbers from the written Laws 

| Cf 
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of God. In like Manner under the Chriſtian Chureh, the Fathers 
in the early Ages of it have delivered down this Obſervation with 
one Voice'to us; That God Almighty never brought a Perſecution 
upon his Church, but when the Want of Faith or Manners in his 
People called for a Scourge. - s FO 0g | | 
It we then of this Nation are capable of being adviſed from thg 
beſt Advice that can be given, either from the Hiſtory of the 
or Chriſtian Church ; it we have any Regard for the preſent Safety 
of our Country, as well as the future Salvation of our Souls; if we 
think that Pcace and Plenty are the Bleſſings of God, and that God 
will be the ſooner inclined to give them to us the ſooner we return 
to him; if the ſore Judgments of War and Famine carry any Terror 
with them, or we can believe that He will revoke what He threatens 
upon the Repentance of his People, as He hath often done; then is 
it on all Accounts our unbounded Duty to begin a National Repen- 
tance on this Day, ſet apart for a publick Humiliation of ourſelves 
to him; to turn to the Lord our God with Weeping, Faſting, and 
Mourning ; and never ceaſe this good Work, till we are wholly 
turned unto him with all our Hearts, and give him henceforward 
better Proofs than we have done of being a willing and obedient 
Pcople. : 
The Incouragement we have to do it is great and good: For 
whilſt God publiſhes the coming ot his Judgments, He proclaims 
at the ſame Time his Defire to be merciful; that He rs always 
lob to Anger, and ſoon repents himſelf of the Evil He hath threat- 
ned, or as ſoon as He ſecs his People repent of their evil Ways to 
him. Now then let us begin the Inquiry into ourſelves with an 
Examination of our Ways, with Regard to the firſt Principles of 
Religion. | WON 


Firſt then, Is it our peculiar Concern to live in the Fear of 
God, to be zealous of his Honour, his publick Worthip, and Glory 
amongſt us? Or is this fo far from being the viſible Character of 
the preſent People amongſt us, that there never was a Time when 
there was a more juſt Complaint of the publick Worſhip of Al- 
mighty God being neglected? Let the Want of Reverence for the 
Lord's Day ſpeak to this Point for us. Now let any Man of com- 
mon Underſtanding ſeriouſly conſider this Point, and try his Con- 
ſcience truly upon this Head, whether he can ſincerely think that 
he lives in the Fear of God, or dares ſay to his God within 1 
elf 


. vu ] 
ſelf that he hath any Regard for his Honour, any Concern that 
his Name and Providence be hallowed publickly upon Earth, who 
ſeldom or never joins in the publick Worſhip of Almighty God in 
the common Aſſemblies of his People; nay, whether it does not 

ſeem an high Inſult upon the Divine Majeſty to contrive to ſpend 
the Lord'sDay in travelling, viſiting, or ſauntering about, or 
worſe ; thereby taking Pains as it were to let the World ſee, that 
whilſt other good People are met together to ſhew forth the 
Praiſes of God for his Works of Creation, Providence, Redemp— 
tion, and all other publick Mereies, to ask God Pardon of their 
Sins, and pay every other publick Homage due to his Dominion. 
and Providence, they deſire to have no Share in ſuch Acts of Ke- 
ligion: What is this but to tell the World in Fact that they have 
little or no Belief of his very Being and Providence, no Thanks 
vilibly to offer up to Heaven for ſuch Things as Chriſtians call 
the publick Mercies of God? nay, in ſuch a Conduct there is not 
only no Senſe of revealed, but little (very little) of Natural Reli- 
gion. The general Senſe of Mankind in all Ages concurs with us 
in this Matter; for. no moralized Heathen Nation upon Earth 
would cover have thought any Perſon much better than an Atheiſt | 
who turned his Back habitually on the publick Saerifices of the 
Gods, which in every Nation were looked upon ever as the moſt. 
proper Modes of teſtifying the publick Reſpects due to their Do- 
minion and Providence over them: And this Complaint is ſo far 
from being chargeable on a few, that it daily increaſes upon us, 
inſomuch that it is difficult to ſay whether many of the high or 
low Part of Mankind' are more faulty here; only in Point of Sin- 
fulneſs the higher Men are in Station, or the better they aro 
taught, the worſe they arc when they become bad, in as much 
as the commanding Force of their Example leads the Way to the 
inferior Sort: And beſides this, the higher Ranks of Men always 
take it ill to be charged with Ignorance of their Duty, which is 
really many Times the Caſe of the inferior Sort; and therefore 
where Ignorance of the firſt Principles of Religion cannot, will not 
be pleaded, there we can do no leſs than charge a dcliberate lu- 
tention to fink the Revcrence due to the Lord's Day, and with it 
the Honour and publick Worſhip due to Almighty God for his 
viſible Care and Preſervation of Mankind, and for his publick 
Pleffings to them in all the Concerns of Lite. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, A People that have got the Light of the Goſpel clearly 
thining amongſt them, and fearful at the ſame Time leſt they 
thould fall under the Judgments of God, would do well to con- 
ſider at this Seaſon whether they are duly thankful for ſuch a 
Bleſſing; that is, Do they heartily thank Almighty God for the 
Honour He hath done his People in ſending his only Son amongſt 
them? Do they treat the Perſon and Character of his Son, ſince 
his Coming, with all that Honour and Keverence due to the Di- 
vinity of his Character? And do the Orders delivered from God 
by his Son to the World, make that vaſt Imprefſion upon us that 
a Meſlage of that Weight and Authority ought to do? Do we 
freely accept him as our Law-Giver; love him as our Redeemer; 
and depend upon his Aſſiſtance, as God and Man, for the obtain- 
ing all theſe precious Promiſes He miade to the World in the 
Name of his Father, the moſt High God and Father of us all? 
And do we live like a People that believed all theſe important 
Truths, or otherwiſe? All theſe Things muſt be our bounden 
Duty, it Jeſus Chriſt be the Son of God; and there is no 'Truth 
certain in the World, that we do not ſee with our own Eyes, if 


this be not ſo; and ſhould we fail in any of theſe great Points of 


Duty, we cannot imagine (according to common Senſe and Reaſon) 
that any Thing can be more diſpleaſing to Heaven, or any Thing 
ſooner bring down the Vengeance of God upon us, than fſlighting 
the laſt Commands, with the higheſt Bleſhngs given to the World 
by the preaching of his Son: The very Nature of ſuch a Meſſage, 
in every View of it, is very awful; it calls for the ſerious Attention 
of every Man that ever heard of-it; it awakens every Faculty of 
the Underſtanding, and every Paſſion of the Soul, to a ſerious In- 
quiry about it, to conſider carefully what are the great Ends pro- 
poſed by God to us in ſuch a Meſſage; and nothing but infallible 
Demonſtration, that there never was ſuch a- Meſſage ſent from 
God by his Sor, ſhould make us unconcerned about it, or not 
give good Heed to it. As we of the Chriſtian Miniſtry are in- 
tirely convinced of the undeniable Certainty of what we preach 
concerning the Son of God, a greater Certainty than which no 
Hiſtory knows, we think it our bounden Duty to expoſtulate from 
Time to Time with our People about their Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; 
and we thould be wanting in our Duty, both to the God above and 
to the Happineſs of the Nation wherein we live, did we not moſt 
|, earneſtly exhort all under our Care at this critical Seaſon to examine 
| | themſelves, 
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. themſelves, whether they bear that high Regard for their Rec- 
ligion they ſhould profeſs to do, or not; leſt through Want of a 
ſincere Faith, or cven a due Zeal for it, they ſhould contri- 
bute to bring down the Judgments of God upon this Church or 
Nation : For why ſhould we imagine, that this Church or Nation 
are more dear to God, than were the firſt Aſiatick Churches men- 
tioncd in the Revelations, in whom a Lukewarmneſs in Religion 
is declared to be a ſufficient Cauſe to take their Religion from 
them? And generally the Loſs of Civil Liberty followed the 
Loſs of 'True Religion, as is well known to every one who knows 
any thing of Church Hiſtory. And here I would not be under- 
ſtood to lay the Charge of Sin upon thoſe, who modeſtly doubt, 
or reverently ask for Reaſons and Arguments, why they ſhould 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and who have taken due Pains to examine 
the Evidences about him, and upon the Whole have ſome Scruples 
really conſcientious, which they cannot overcome, relating to 
ſome Part or Parts of his aſſumed Character from God; but what 
thoſe inſuperable Difficulties can be, to a Man that hath made 
his Enquiry with Sinccrity and Diligence, I know not; but this 
I know, that the Son of God himſelf ever reſolved the want of 
Faith in thoſe, who ſaw the Evidences of his divine Miſſion, into 
a Want of Love for all Religion; ZZow can ye believe, ſays he, 
who have no Love for the Truth in you? was his Saying to the un- 
believing . But how few are the modeſt Doubters amongſt us, 
in compariſon of the many that take a wicked Pleaſure in draw- 
ing of the People from all ſorts of Eſtabliſhed Religion ; that la- 
bour to ſubvert our own good Religion, a Religion that in all Ages 
hath yielded great Peace and Safety to Civil Society, with inu- 
merable Comforts to the Mind of every true Believer, and for 
ſuch a Religion offer us nothing in the room of it; whoſe true 
Meaning is to make every one's Faith juſt what every one pleaſes, 
and that after all the Bl. ſlings offered by God in his Son, have 
the Aſſurance to declare in a Chriſtian Country, that they want 
no Inſtruction from him, no Mediator to tranſa& the Affairs of 
their Salvation; no Grace, and no Aſſiſtance to get to Heaven; 
that are grown inſolent in Writing and publick Talking in this 
wicked Manner; writing not with ſuperior Reaſon, but ſuperior 
Aſlurance, as if all the Reaſon of Things was on their Side; 
when, if any impartial Perſon will take the Pains to read what 
is written againſt the Goſpel, will find, they are old exploded No- 
3 tions, 
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tions, that have been anſwered over and over, and at the ſamo 
Time theſe Writers ſhall take no Notice of the Anſwers to them, 
and in their Writings they are pleaſed to call all Men Bigots 
and Fools, that believe in the Eſtabliſhed Religion, when it is 
plain to a Demonſtration, that they are the greateſt Fools upon 
Earth, if ſuch deſerve that Character, who refuſe to imbrace 
clear Evidence, ſet before them in many different Views : But- 
there is a greater Folly than all this, and concerms many in this 
preſent Age, and that is, inſtead of yielding to Arguments, which 
they cannot anſwer, they take a miſerable Refuge. in Scoffing 
and Ridicule; a greater Sin than which, when it concerns Mat- 
ters ſacred, and of the higheſt Concernment, Reaſon knoweth 
not, nor hath the Word of God revealed unto us. — 07 

The Prophets of old, we read, were ordered from Time to 
Time to threaten grievous Calamities of all Kinds upon the Peo- 
ple, whenever they put a Slight upon the Law of Moſes; which 
Calamities always came to paſs, unlefs the Pcople ſpeedily re- 
pented and reformed. And this is a Fact in Hiſtory, which no 
one ever yet pretended to deny. And yet the Law of Moſes, 
neither in the Goodneſs of its Precepts, the Clearneſs of Evi- 
dence for its Commands, nor the Comforts of its Promiſes, was 
cqual to the Laws and Promiſes of the Goſpel: And therefore, 
till the Chriſtian Religion ſhall be proved not to be the Word of 
God, it muſt be exceedingly dangerous, for thoſe who have heard. 
of it, to put a Contempt upon it; or ſhould it be found by the 
God above, that the preſent Generation of Men have been guilty, 
in great Numbers, of ſcoffing at what they have been often told 
is the Word of God; his laſt Commands to the World about 
their Faith and Manners, and what they could not with Rea- 
ſon deny to be fo, let ſuch give a Reaſon, if they can, why God 
ſhould not be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this: To ſuch a 
People, there are no Hopes but in th2 Mercy of God; which, I 
hope, all ſuch will fly to immediately; awakened with the 
dreadful Sight of God's Judgments hanging over this Nation, 
fly to him; I hope they will forthwith, with all the Tokens of 
a better Mind, and Reſolutions of a ſincere Repentance. 


Thirdly, Another very crying Sin, which hath been ſome Time 
increaling upon us, is the Contempt of the Clergy : We know 


trom what-Quarter this comes; it muſt be from the unbelieving 
: Side, 
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Side, or the wicked Part of Mankind, for no Reaſon upon Earth 
can be given, why a Chriſtian Miniſtry ſhould be the Object of 
Contempt, from any that wiſh well to the Chriſtian Religion, 
or indeed the Cauſe of Virtue and Goodneſs in any Kind, unleſs 
it ſhould happen that the Clergy, as a Body, ſhould fink into 
Vice or Ignorance, which whenever happens to be their juſt 
Character, in vain will they hope for Reſpe& from a diſcern- 
ing or a virtuous People; but, thanks be to God, that cannot 
be truly ſaid of the Body of them at preſent, for in no Age of 
the Church can it be found, that the Goſpel was better under- 
ſtood, or more rationally taught ; and therefore, as this is a 
wicked Age we live in, the great Sin of the People is, that they 
arc wicked under good Inſtructions: And happy ſo far it is for 
the Age we live in, that few, I hope, of the Prieſts take part 
with the Unbelievers, fewer yet that dare ſooth and flatter them 
in their Vices ; for ſhould that ever be the unhappy Lot of this 
Nation, then may we pronounce, that ſome hcavy Judgment 
from God will ſoon be upon us; for, I think, whenever that 
happened to be the degenerate State of the Fezwiſh Church and 
Nation, God Almighty neyer ſpared them, but ſent ſome grievous 
Calamity forthwith amongſt them. | 
In ſhort, we cannot but judge, when we ſee continual Con- 
tempt and Aﬀronts put upon the Chriſtian Miniſtry, that the 
true Reaſon is, all who do it hate the Religion they preach ; 
we know no other Reaſon: In like manner it is, when never- 
cealing Calumnies and Cenſures are caſt upon Miniſters of State 
in every Sueceſſion of them: This comes from thoſe who mean to 
have no Government over them, or none where they are not 
Miniſters in it ; and we ſhall therefore find at laſt, that for want 
of due Reverence to both, the Church and State will be the 
great Sufferers under it; for no Government upon Earth can ſtand, 
when Pains is continually taken with the People, to make them 
_ ill of thoſe, who have the Care of each committed to 
them. 7 
Paſs we on now to make ſome Remarks on our Behaviour of 
another Kind, I mean to the Civil Government eſtabliſhed by Law 
amongſt us. And here if we look back through the ſeveral Reigns 
of our Princes, as far as the happy Reformation ſettled under 
Queen Elizabeth, down to the preſent Time, we ſhall find every 
Reign, in one Part or other of it, ſtruggling hard with ſome 
| B 2 violent 
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violent Faction: Ihe Complaint of the Factious always were, and 
always will be, either that Liberty or Religion is in Danger from 
| the Adminiſtration; and yet it is not an allowed Truth in Hiſtory, 
| that any of theſe ſeveral Princes, except the unhappy King Fames 
| the Second, had any bad Deſign upon either ; but the Truth feems 
| to be, that every Reign is put into a Diſorder by the Skill of a 
| few deſigning Men, Men of Craft, or Craftmen in that Way, who 

artfully hiding their private Views under a generous Concern for 
publiek Good, know how to infuſe Fears and Jealouſies into the 
People about their Liberty; and in order to carry on the Scheme, 
have:taken upon them to give what Turn, or what Conſtruction 
they think fit to all publick Affairs; hence Diſcontents, Fears and 
Complaints, have-otten riſen in the People without Cauſe, the 
People believing from their Leaders, that their AV hath been in 
Danger, when the Secret of the Whole hath been many times no- 
thing more, than that one Side hath been in, and the other out: 
And we may be ſure, ſo long as Envy and Selt-Intereſt are lead- 
ing Paſſions and Principles in Mankind, or fo long as there are 
many who will be diſappointed in their ambitious Views, which 
always muſt be in every Government, as long as there are others 
that are Encmics to the Frame of our Civil Government, others 
likewiſe to the Eſtabliſhment of our Religion, all which put 
together may make a great Number, ſo long there will be Ad- 
dreſſes made to the People, to put them out of Love with the 
Adminiſtration. Hence it is, perhaps, that we hear, in our own N 
Times, of the vaſt Power of the Crown, of the Increaſe of the | 
Prerogative, and the numberleſs Evils that may inſue from thence | 
in Time, not from his preſent Majeſty it is not ſaid, but from any 
Royal Succeſlor leſs good than Himſelf : But how, I pray, can we ö 
ever be inſlaved by the Crown, fo long as we hold faſt our pre- 
ſent Conſtitution? which declares that all Acts of the Crown which 
are againſt the Laws of the Land, are mere Nothings ; and that 
they who a& under the Crown without fuch Law, are obnoxi- 
ous to the Law for ſo doing, againſt which the Crown itſelf can- 
not protect them. 1 | 
But were not the Generality of Writers for Liberty either 
ignorant of the Matter, or greatly prejudiced againſt the Crown, 
they would ſet forth the Danger to Liberty from the Crown be- 
ing too. weak and precarious, as well as too ſtrong ; for it is very 


plain when the Crown, or the executive Part becomes fo 8 
that 
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the People; What then becomes of the Bleſſings of Civil Govern- 


either in Church or State: For the beſt Times always hath been 
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that it cannot execute the Laws of the Land, hath not Strength: 
enough to defend itſelf againſt Injuries, cannot repreſs Inſolence 
and Injuſtice wherever found ; when it cannot, in ſhort, controul 


the unruly Paſſions of Men, and withal reward the Merit of its 
Friends, it cannot, in ſuch a Condition, defend the Liberties of 


ment in ſuch a State? And cur Forefathers have told us, that 
they have felt many Calamities from the Crown being to weak, 
for whenever they ſunk nigh to a Commonwealth, Tyranny al 
ways roſe in Proportion to it: And the Reaſon of that was, that 
Oppreſſion comes always hardeſt out of the Hands of Equals or 
Interiors. Let us therefore in all Times to come take good heed, 
leſt thoſe who talk of nothing ſo much as delivering us from 
Oppreſſion, ſhould in Time become our greatcſt Oppreſſors. And 
this will be the Cafe, I will anſwer for it, if ever we are fo far 
cheated with deſigning Men, as to part with our old Conſtitution 


in this Kingdom, when the Body of the People reverenced their 
Religion, and no Part of the Conſtitution incroached upon the 
other. Beſides theſe pretended Grievances, we have heard it much 
complained of, that the preſent Adminiſtration was very unwilling 
to undertake this preſent War: Cautious I believe they were, be- 


fore they undertook it; and was it not perfectly right to ſeek for 
Redreſs of Injuries from the preſent Enemy, by Reaſon and Ar- 


gument firſt, and to indeavour to balance the Differences between 
us and them, by Treaty in a friendly Way; but when the Enemy 
refuſed to give the Satisfaction ſettled by Treaty, who could be 
more quick or ſooner determined to vindicate the Juſtice and Ho- 
nour of the Nation by a vigorous War? And, I hope, where coal! 
Reaſon can be heard, it will be always thought prudent to be 
cautious, bcfore we ingage in a foreign War;. for ſuch Wars are 
never to be undertaken with the Leave of Religion but as the 
laſt Remedy, and that is, when Reaſon, Argument, and Treaty 
cannot prevail; ſo ſpake the wiſcſt * Heathen, and ſo ſpeaks cvery 
Sentiment both of Religion, and Rational Nature: Male id Arms 
tentatur, ſays he, quod Ratiove effici poteſt. 

And if there ever was a Time, when Caution was neceflary, it 


was ſurely in the prefent, when the Nation ſtill labours under a 


great 
 *.-Cicero de Othciis, 


Twill 


great Load of Debt, yet chargeable upon her from the late Wars; 
when ſhe was to vindicate the Injuries upon her, with her own 
Strength and her own Expence only, againſt a Nation then pro- 
bably to be ſupported with a ſtrong Alliance; and as far as I can 
judge, againſt a Nation, of all others, which we ought leaſt to 
quarrel with in Point of Prudence, did not the Honour of the Na- 
tion abſolutely require it at this Time; becauſe a Quarrel with 
her always brings a preſent Stop to our moſt valuable Trade, the 
Woollen Manufacture, and with that infinite Deſolation to the 
common People : And this we ſee and hear of, and feel every Day 
more and more: Therefore ſuch Miſeries at Home, by the Lofs 
of our Woollen Manufacture, makes this War felt above all others: 
I pray God, therefore, that though it be a very juſt War on our 
Side, taken as the only Remedy to do ourſelves Juſtice for Wrongs 
received, it may be a ſhort one, and that Means will be found 
out, either by God's Bleſſing on our Arms, or an Alteration in 
the Counſels of the Enemy, to bring us back very ſoon an ho- 
nourable Peace, and with it a laſting Friendſhip on both Sides; 
for as far as I can judge, 'it is for the natural Intereſt of both 
Kingdoms that it ſhould be ſo. 

In the mean-time, whilſt the War is depending, let the good 
Subject think it his Duty, to give all the Honour and good Credit 
that is due to the Adminiſtration ; repoſing an intire 'Truſt and 
Confidence in their beſt Endeavours, under God, of bringing us 


ſafe out of it; for without this general good Truſt and Confidence 


of the Nation in the Adminiſtration, it will not be in their Power 
to do us all the real good they intend; the greateſt Enemies they 
have, have not yet ſaid, nor can ſay with any Colour of Truth, 
that in carrying on this War, the Adminiſtration can have any 
poſſible View, or Intereſt, but what is the general Intereſt of the 
Kingdom : His Majeſty fights not with the Enemy out of falſe 
Maxims of Honour and Glory, to inlarge his Dominions, or make 
Himſelf a greater Monarch than He is, at the Expence of the 
Blood and "Treaſure of his People: His Quarrel with the Enemy, 
was the Cauſe of his People, and that only the Want of a free 
Trade, and Injuries offered to that, by an Enemy unprovoked 
either by his Majeſty or his People: He therefore hath Recourſe 
to Arms, as the only Method left Him to do Juſtice to his in- 
jured Subjects, appealing at the ſame Time to Almighty God, 
and all Zurope about Him, for their juſt. Judgment upon the 
| Equity 
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Equity of his Proceedings: And on no other Terms, ſince he hath 
been obliged to draw His Sword, will He ſheath it again till he 
hath got juſt Satisfaction for the Wrongs of his Subjects, together 
with a ſure Stipulation for their future Security, as we are aſſured 
by his Royal Word in the Proclamation for this Day. 

In ſhort, the Time of War is always a Seaſon wherein many. 
Accidents will ariſe, which the wiſeſt Government cannot always 
foreſec or prevent; it is a Time when many more Burdens may be 
laid upon the Subject, than the Adminiſtration would willingly 
chuſe; Poverty and Miſery may riſe higher yet upon our People, 
great as it is at preſent, for want of Markets for Trade ſhut up 
by the Enemy: And ſuch a Situation of Affairs may afford a large 
Field for Cenſure, to thoſe who do not love the Adminiſtration. 
In this Part of the Kingdom, ſo much ſubſiſting by the Woollen 
Manufacture, the Miſery and Poverty of the People is like to be 
exccſhve ; it may happen therefore that ſome may take an Handle 
from thence, to lay the Blame injurioufly on the Adminiſtration ; . 
but here let Reaſon be heard again, and by it-let us fairly judge 
whether the Adminiſtration ought to bear the Blame of the un- 
avoidable Calamities ariſing from the War, on whom it hath been 
often charged by the oppoſite Side, that they were unwilling to 
undertake it: Two Things directly contrary, cannot both be true; 
for let them not bear the Blame of going into a War with too 
much Caution, and now the War is begun, with being the Au- 
thors of all the Misfortunes that flow unavoidably from it: But 
this hath been the true Spirit of Faction in all Times, to make 
the Adminiſtration bear all the Misfortunes that befall the King- 


dom ; nay it hath not been unuſual to ſee one Side charge the 


other with all thoſe ill Effects that happen, of which they them- 
ſelves have been the chief Authors. 

But let us, as we are a ſenſible and a knowing People, learn to 
get Wiſdom by the Experience of paſt Times: Let us now con- 
ſider whether there can poſſibly be any Means of Safety for our- 
ſelves, more ſure than giving all the Truſt, good Opinion, and 
Confidence we can in Truth to them, who have the Manage- 
ment of the War in their Hands: Can cenſuring, diſtreſling, and 
weakening their Hands, be a proper Means to kelp us ſafely out 
of it ? No, that is impoſſible, and yet on the happy Concluſion of 
it depends the Security of every thing that is dear and valuable 


to us: On the Event of this War depends whether we fhall 9277 
ride 
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ride Superior at Sea again; whether we ſhall be the future Ter— 
ror or Contempt of our preſent Enemies; whether we ſhall keep 
our Civil Liberty or Religion; or whether our beſt Trade ſhall 
return any more. 

The preſent, therefore, is a critical Situation of Affairs, * 
tremely hazardous, and to us all extremely burthenſome; turn 
which Way you will, whether to the landed or the trading Inte- 
reſt: But as the Generality of the Nation have made it their 
Choice, it is the Nation's Duty, out of Honour and Juſtice to his 
Majeſty, to ſupport him under it ; to ſupport him with their beſt 
Reſpects, as well as beſt Aſſiſtance, every Man in the mean-time 
quietly bearing his own Burden that belongs to it. 


in the next Place, for the ſame: Reaſon I recommended a due 


Honour to the Adminiſtration, I now heartily recommend it to 
you to drop all Party Quarrels one amongſt another ; it is of all 
Times the moſt dangerous to quarrel at Home, when we are 
fighting againſt an Enemy Abroad: And what, I pray, is there 
of Moment we can quarrel about amongſt ourſelves? Have we not 
the very Conſtitution in Church and State that we like 2 And is 
not the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, at preſent, juſt as we 
would all have it? The Contention ſome Time ago was, indeed, 
whether we ſhould go to War or not, but that grand Affair is 
now agrecd amongſt us all, and I do not know what remains at 
preſent to divide upon ; but it needs muſt be that Diviſions will 
come : But I think none can be worſe Enemies to their Country, 
than thoſe who cauſleſly promote them, in as much as thereby 
they ſtir up new Enemies Abroad againſt us, and make our pre- 
ſent Focs the more intractable: All Zurope knowing, we have 
hitherto been invincible, when united, but contemptible we mult 
be, when broken amongſt ourſelves: And this is not the only me- 
Jancholy View our Diviſions give us, but they eat out, by Dc- 
grees, all the ſocial Virtues amongſt us: For can we ſee Mankind 
in any Part of the World hate one another more, or bite one ano- 
ther more keenly, than one Man does another in this Kingdom, 
led on by Party Meaſures ? Can we believe, in carneſt, that our 
Religion allows of this; or that Almighty God will diſpenſe with 
the everlaſting Law of Benevolence, to pleaſe this Side or that 
Side, on any Account whatſocver? No, he hath told us himſelf, 
the Temper of Love is indiſpenſable, for upon it he hath hung all 
the Law-and the Prophets: And I cannot but ſay, that 1 my 
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fear, leſt Almighty God ſhould turn the preſent War into a 
Scourge for our Sins; and, amongſt the reſt, for the great and 


crying one of Uncharitableneſs, in carrying on needleſs Parties and 
Diviſions one amongſt another ; for it hath been commonly ſaid, 


that our Diviſions at Home greatly incouraged the Enemy Abroad 


to wage this War with us: Should we therefore be diſtreſſed in 
it, we ought not to impeach the Juſtice of God, who makes our 
own Follies the Inſtrument of puniſhing us for the Wickedneſs of 
them: He ſerved his own peculiar People of old in the ſame 
Manner, when he gave them up to a final Deſtruction; for as 
their own Hiſtorian relates, Diviſions and Parties ran ſo high a- 
mongſt them, even in the laſt Siege of the City by Veſpaſian, that 
they fought one Day againſt the foreign Enemy, another againſt 
themſelves; infomuch that he makes it a Queſtion, Whether more 
died by the foreign Enemy, or the Famine, or the civil Rage 
one againſt another; for all three ſore Calamities were upon them 
at the ſame 'Time. And thus fell a People once the great Favou- 
rites of Heaven, that had been ſettled in the moſt plentiful Coun- 
try in the World by the Hand of God, preſerved in it by innu- 
merable Miracles, and who had received from his own Mouth a 
Body both of Civil Laws, and Religious Commands. They were 
a People that all their Enemies upon Earth were not ſuffered to 
hurt, ſo long as they obſerved the Laws and Commands of God; 
but their Fall is a Warning to all Nations, that they do not put 
a Slight upon the Commands of God, and particularly. not offer 
a Deſpight to the Meſlage ſent us by his Son, nor violate the 
Rules of Chriſtian Charity one amongſt another. 

Let us therefore on all Accounts, whether for the Sake of our 
Religion, or Peace at Home, or Victory Abroad, ſtudy all of us 
at prefent, who ſhall wear the moſt friendly and compaſſionate 
Temper one to another: And to this Charity of our Tempers, 
let us add that of our Alms, as far as we can, to the great Num- 
bers of the Naked, the Hungry, and cvery way Miſerable about 
us; for ſure never was Trade in this Part of the World ſo little, 
never Want of Work for the Poor in general ſo great; and this 
is the Way to kecp a Faſt well-pleaſing to God; it is to looſen | 
the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the heavy Burdens of the Peo- 


ple, to deal our Bread to the Hungry, to clothe the Naked, and 


hide not our Eyes from ſeeing the Miſeries of our own Fleſh 


and Blood: Let us do this, and God promiſes to anſwer when 
C | we 
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we call upon him for Help; to ſend us Joy, and Light; and Peace; 


and Plenty, as you may read in the firſt Leſſon of the Morning 
Service tor the Day. 


Therefore, Laftly, not to be ready now, at this Seaſon, when 
we are called upon by Authority to humble our Souls before God, 
in the true Method of Faſting, adding Prayers, Charity, and Re- 
pentance with it; not to examine each one his Heart, with regard 
to the crying Sins of the Nation, ſuch as Atheiſm, Infidelity, Pro- 
faneneſs, Hardneſs of Heart, Hereſies, Schiſms, uncharitable Divi- 
lions, and the like; not to try our Hearts and Lives to the Bottom 
likewiſe, for a true Knowledge of ourſelves in every Part of our 
Moral Character; is to add to all our other Sins, and may direct 
God's Hand to ſtrike immediately, which ſeems uplifted againſt 
us: For it is the Senſe of our Governors, and ought to be the 
Senſe of us all, that our preſent Security lieth not in the Juſtice 
of our Cauſe, which is very clear for us;. not in our Armies and 
Fleets, not in the Conduct of our Officers, or Valour of our 
Troops, for all theſe put together will not do it: But it lieth in 
the Bleſſing of God going along with them, who can order his 
Winds to fight for us, or againſt us; who can give Victory or deny 
it, by ten thouſand Accidents, which neither Human Prudence can 
foreſee, or Human Strength avert: And this is ſo far true with 
regard to the Fate of Kingdoms, that I do not remember to have 


read the Hiſtory of any deciſive Battel fought, wherein what Men 


uſually call Fortune, and ſhould call Providence, had not a greater 
Share than any other Cauſe whatever, the Victory being ſo often 
obtained by Accidents unforeſeen : And the known Way to in- 
gage Providence on our Side, is by Prayers, Faith, Charity, and 
Repentance : And this pious Sentiment we borrow not only from 
our preſent Governors, but from the concurrent "Teſtimony of 
Scripture, who tell us, and tell us truly, that the greateſt 'Things 
which a People who are going to War have to fear is from their 
Sins, leſt whilſt they are arming againſt the preſent Enemy, their 
Sins ſhould be arming Heaven againſt them. 

Do we all of us then wiſh well, and in earneſt, to the Arms 
of our Country? Let each one offer this Aſſiſtance to them, 
by ingaging Heaven on their Side by his Prayers, and a ſpeedy 
Reformation of his Manners : Let us make our Peace with God, 
and with one another at Home, and then we may ſafely mn Pro- 
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vidence for providing a good Peace Abroad: This we all can do, 
and it is the very beſt Thing that can be done: This Method hath 
ſaved many a Country from impending Ruin, and may ſave our 
own ; for no Preparation for War on the Part of the Government 
can be ſafely truſted to, unleſs the People prepare at the ſame 
Time to amend their Lives. 

What remains, but that we beſeech Almighty God that the 
ſame good Providence which hath ſo often wonderfully preſerved: 
this Church and Nation, would interpoſe his preſent Aſſiſtance 
againſt two Popiſh Powers now combined againſt us; one of which 
would rob us of our lawful Trade, and both of the Glory of our 
Land, the Reformed Church in it: That he would bleſs his pre- 
ſent Majeſty on the 'Throne, the great Guardian and Security of 
all our Liberties, both Sacred and Civil: Preſerve him from open 
Violences and ſecret 'Treacheries, and with him our anticnt Con- 
ſtitution to us both in Church and State. 

And as we hope we can truly ſay unto Thee, O God, that there 
are a Number of good People amongſt us, of fuch who delight 
to live in the Fear of 'Thee, to honour thy. Name and Providence, 
and to praiſe 'Thee evermore for the invaluable Bleſſings of the 
Chriſtian Religion; ſo let the Prayers of ſuch good Peeple inter- 
cede with Thee for the common Safety; that ſo the Atheiſt and 
Unbeliever, and whoever elſe there is amongſt us, that is the Re- 
proach of thy People, ſeeing thy kind Providence interpoſe for the 
Security of this Church and Nation, may learn at laſt to glority 


Thee, with us, in the common Aſſemblies of Religion, Thee the 
Sovereign Author of all Bleſſings. 


To Whom, with the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory evermore. Amen. 
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